Pupil and parent
handbook

What is myON?
MyOn is a student-centered, personalized literacy
environment that gives students access to more
than thousands of enhanced digital books. Titles are
dynamically matched to each individual student’s
interests, grade and reading level. Combined with a
suite of close reading tools and embedded supports,
myON Reader fosters student engagement and
achievement.
Pupils can choose whatever book they wish to read
and then read it digitally on any device which can
connect to the internet. They can then do the AR
Quiz associated with this book and see their reading
progress skyrocket!

Logging in
Your child has their own unique username and
password to access myON, you will receive these via
PING. To log in, follow these steps:
1. Go to www.myon.co.uk
2. In the school box, start to type Boughton Heath
and then select it when it shows onscreen
3. Enter your username and password where
prompted
4. Click ‘sign in’ to access the system.

On their first log in your child will be greeted with an interests screen. This is where they choose what kind of
books they enjoy reading, and those that they don’t. They simply work their way through the genres and click the
corresponding faces with how they feel about each one.

Here we can see this particular child really enjoys books about animals and hobbies, but
isn’t keen on those about sports and vehicles. This will tailor book suggestions moving
forward. When ready click save at the top of the page to move on.
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We will go through what each of
the numbered sections is for in the
following slides but briefly they
are:

1. Pupil account
2. Connecting to Accelerated
Reader and Star reading
3. Personal ZPD and star scores
4. Reader meter. Tracking
reading amounts
5. The library
6. Projects set by school

Clicking on your name will open the pupil account drop down menu with further options

Opens up a page showing progress made, including reading time over the month.
Gives pupils the option to change their interests which they did upon their first log on.
A virtual diary of what books have been read and when. Also tracks when the pupil last logged in.
Notes the children make onscreen whilst reading books are all collated in their journal.
Portfolio tracks and stores the children’s submission entries for task set by school.
Avatar allows children to personalise their account with their choice of logo.
Profile opens up a printable summary of their reading profile.
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Pupil account

To really get the most out of myON we want children to connect their myON account to their
Accelerated Reader and STAR accounts. It’s really simple to do, just follow these steps.

2. Re-enter the
username and
password

1. Click on ‘connect
now’

3. Click allow when
prompted

You will then be returned to the myON dashboard which will now have linked to both Accelerated
Reader and STAR. It will now show your child’s most recent STAR test result along with their AR ZPD
level. This is explained on the next slide.
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Connecting to Accelerated Reader and STAR reading

Now we have connected our other accounts
to myON we can see personalised STAR and
ZPD ratings (we do not use Lexile).

By clicking ‘see more’ you can see this
information in a graph form at and how it
has changed over time. This is really useful
to see how well your child is progressing
with their reading.
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ZPD level and STAR reading level

The reader meter is an automatically updated measure of how your child is reading. It updates as your child accesses myON
and will track the amount of minutes read, the amount of books read and the amount of pages read. The more a child reads
will see their ‘goal flag’ move in relation to this and by clicking between the week and month icons can show you how much
reading they have done over longer and shorter periods of time.
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The reader meter

The library is where your children will find the books they are going to read and by clicking on the icon they will be
presented with four further options. We will look at each of these options in turn now.

When your child clicks on the recommended tab they will be taken to a new
page which shows them books which have been suggested for them based on
a number of factors as can be seen within the images to the left and below.
• Books are recommended on a multitude of factors such as:
• Suggested books based on your child’s ZPD level,
• New books which have been released onto the platform,
• Books that have been popular within your child’s year group,
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The library – recommended books

When your child clicks browse they can
browse available books by genre as can be
seen from the image to the right.
Here we can see this particular child has over
1000 books available to them from over 10
genres.

By clicking the filter icon (the blue funnel) in
the top left corner your can narrow these
results further into fiction, non-fiction and
graphic novels.

5

The library – browsing for books

When browsing books your child might see
titles they don’t want to read at the
moment, but that they would like to read in
the future. By hovering over the title the
will see several options (read, info, add, take
AR quiz).
By clicking ‘add’ they can save this title to
their myList. This is accessed by clicking on
the heart icon shown above and will show
them all the books they have saved to their
list, organised into a handy personal ‘mini
library’.

5

The library - myList

As you have probably guessed, the search tab allows
your child to search for books. They can either search
for books by title or by subject.
Once they have these search results they can refine
them by narrowing down by the following criteria:
• Books in a series, by a particular author or publisher,
• Fiction, non fiction or graphic novel,
• ZPD level,
• Year group level,
• Story type
In the picture we can see a child who has searched for
‘football’ and found 11 books that are suitable based on
their ZPD and year level. They can then go on to choose
one of these books to read, or tweak the parameters if
they were searching for something more specific.
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The library – searching for books

Now we know our way around the
system, let’s choose one of these books
on football and start to read one.
In the image shown to the right I want to
read the second book in the search
results: Max and Zoe at Football
practice.

As we know, by hovering over the book
we will receive the options shown below
where we can choose to read this now
or add it to our list for reading later (as
described earlier in this guide).

Let’s read our first book

If we click on the book rather than
hovering over it, we get more
information about it such as the blurb,
page count, how many AR points it is
worth etc. When we are finally ready to
get into the book, we just click read.

We now see the book cover on the screen with
various controls below it. These controls allow the
children to navigate the book as follows:
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1. The play button will start the book reading to
your child with an audible voice moving through
the text which highlights as each word is spoken.
2. The mute button cancels this voice.
3. The rewind button heads back 10 seconds and
repeats a phrase that has just been read.
4. The scroll bar helps navigate the book.
5. The page viewer enables the child to cycle
through all pages of the book quickly and easily.
6. The magnify button makes a page bigger or
smaller.
7. The fit to screen button expands the page
window to fit the screen being used.
8. The arrow moves onto to the next page.

Let’s read our first book – navigating the book

As children read their book the will almost certainly
come across words they are not familiar with. This
may be as they do not know the word, or that they
are unsure of the use of the word within a particular
sentence. They may know what the word means but
be unsure on how to pronounce it properly.
By clicking on the word in question an option box
will appear which will enable the child to
1. View the word in the dictionary,
2. Read the story from this point,
3. Read the word in question
4. Read the sentence containing the word.
This is a very valuable tool which helps a child’s
comprehension and inference of a text.
In the picture you can see I was unsure of the word
shortcuts, so I clicked on it, viewed it in the
dictionary which gave me the definition of the word
instantly and an option to hear it pronounced.

Let’s read our first book – word recognition

There are lots of additional
tools within each book
which will be of great use
to the children. These are
displayed on the right of
the screen when reading
the book and consist of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Exit
Other pages
Dictionary
Tools
Journal
Settings

We will look at each of
these in turn now.

Clicking ‘Exit’ simply saves your progress in the book and exits
to the dashboard screen again. It is like a virtual bookmark.
Clicking ‘Other Pages’ gives quick access to the rest of the pages
in the book such as the contents, index, glossary and chapter
pages.
The dictionary shows definitions of any words clicked within the
book, and also allows the children to search for their own
words.
The tools option covers various useful options which will be
covered in the coming slides.
The journal allows children to take notes on particular books
and enter them here. It is useful when completing homework
tasks or when reading a book for research purposes.
The settings tab allows the children to change their reading
experience. They can change the speed of being read to, turn
audible and turn highlighting features on and off.
Let’s read our first book – extra tools

When children click the tools tab they will be shown another menu which allows them to interact with a text as if
it was a physical copy of the book. Each useful tool is explained and demonstrated below.
The brush feature allows children to draw on pages of a book.
This could be used to write annotations to remind them of things,
or to circle a particular passage of text (although there are more
effective tools for this described later).
It is useful to add annotations on the form of diagrams such as
arrows etc, but can be used for any annotation to a page of the
book as can be seen in the image to the right.
You can change the colour of the annotations by clicking on the
yellow circle at the bottoms of the tools menu and simply select
what colour you would like. You can also change the thickness of
the brush.

Let’s read our first book – extra tools – the tools tab

When children click the tools tab they will be shown another menu which allows them to interact with a text as if
it was a physical copy of the book. Each useful tool is explained and demonstrated below.

The highlighter feature works exactly like a regular highlighter and
simply highlights sections of text. When children wish to highlight
a section they click on the highlighter and then click the text they
wish to highlight. The program automatically ‘snaps’ the highlight
to the word / words chosen and children can highlight, words,
sentences, paragraphs or entire pages if necessary.
It is a useful feature to remember certain features of text as well
as to identify sections of text. For example, you will see later how
teachers can set learning tasks for the children to undertake which
may include finding an example of something. E.g. Find and
highlight an example of an instruction. The children could then
answer this using this tool as shown on the page.
Again, you can change the colour of the annotations by clicking on
the yellow circle at the bottoms of the tools menu.

Let’s read our first book – extra tools – the tools tab

When children click the tools tab they will be shown another menu which allows them to interact with a text as if
it was a physical copy of the book. Each useful tool is explained and demonstrated below.

The sticky note feature is a feature which the children will really
find beneficial to their understanding of the text. It enables them
to place a ‘virtual sticky note’ anywhere on a particular page and
write on it.
For example, if a child was reading a particular page and didn’t
understand a particular theme they could add a sticky note and
write this (as can be shown in the image to the right). Teachers can
then work with the children to address this question.
Children can change the colour of their sticky notes and use
multiple sticky notes per page. They can also minimise them so
they don’t get in the way of the text they are reading.

Let’s read our first book – extra tools – the tools tab

When children click the tools tab they will be shown another menu which allows them to interact with a text as if
it was a physical copy of the book. Each useful tool is explained and demonstrated below.

The shapes feature allows the child to draw a shape around a
section of the page. They may choose to do this for a multitude of
reasons. In the page example to the right you can see how we
have highlighted a section of text with a rectangular box, and then
matched the corresponding action in the illustration with a circle.
This feature is useful for teacher and child interaction on a text.
For example, the child may be set a task and told to select a
paragraph and rewrite it in the past tense for example. Using the
shape tool they can show what paragraph they are referring to.
The child could use this feature in combination with the sticky
note tool used in the previous slide. They may use the shapes to
draw attention to text areas they have questions on.

Let’s read our first book – extra tools – the tools tab

When children click the tools tab they will be shown another menu which allows them to interact with a text as if
it was a physical copy of the book. Each useful tool is explained and demonstrated below.

The line and arrow features are very similar to the shapes features
detailed in the previous slide.
They can be used to add lines and arrows to pages of text and
could be used for a whole host of reasons such as underlining text
or adding arrows to text and illustrations. This could be for their
own reference or in answer to a teacher set task such as
‘underline all the speech on the page’.
Again, the child could use this feature in combination with the
sticky note tool as detailed in the previous slide.

Let’s read our first book – extra tools – the tools tab

When children click the tools tab they will be shown another menu which allows them to interact with a text as if
it was a physical copy of the book. Each useful tool is explained and demonstrated below.

The eraser tool allows children to remove edits they have made to their page should they
wish to.
The trash can is used to remove their edits when they are
finished with them. When clicked it opens up a separate menu
as shown to the right where children can remove all or only
certain parts of their edits.

The colour tool changes the colour of the edits made.

Edits made by the child will stay in their version of the book but will not show in anyone else’s. They
will remain in the book until the child removes them and they save automatically.
Let’s read our first book – extra tools – the tools tab

A great feature of myON is the ability for teachers to set homework for their pupils using the platform. This is in
the form of ‘projects’.
If we go back to the child’s homepage we can see at the bottom of
the picture a project has been set for them to complete.
This notification has all the details of the project and from this we
can see it is called ‘Space research’ is due in 6 days and has been
set by Mr Lenton.

New projects will be flagged with an orange banner with a label
attached to show they are new. This is useful for the children to
organise their workload should there be multiple tasks set.
To view more details of the project the child simply clicks the blue
pencil to the right of the notification which will load the project up
for them.

Completing homework on myON

Now the child has accessed the project they can see more details about what it entails in the picture shown below.
We can see that Mr Lenton wants this completing by
the 8th of June and it is a reading task in preparation
for the children learning about space.
We can see there are 2 books he would like the
children to read and that currently this child has not
stated the project, as shown by the red ‘no activity’
indicator. This is useful for the children to see projects
they have started and those they haven’t.
As the children work through their projects they will
turn orange. This shows they are being worked on,
and once they are completed this in turn will change
to green to show it has be finished successfully.
The books time how long a chid has engaged with
them for and won’t mark a book as complete until
they have reached an appropriate amount of time
meaning children can’t just keep hitting the arrow
and skipping their work.
Completing homework on myON

Looking back at the dashboard we can now see another
task has been set for the child to complete.
This task is labelled as a ‘Dracula description task’ and we
know it is new as it has the orange banner around it
Now we have accessed the task we can see there are two
elements to it.
1. Read chapter one of the book before…
2. Underline effective description in the first chapter.
Highlight a paragraph with the rectangle tool.
Rewrite this paragraph will alternative description

So here we have a task where the child has to read a text
(or part of it) and then carry out a writing task in response
to this reading.
Let’s look at the next slide to see how this will work.

Completing homework on myON

So here we can see the child has read chapter one of Dracula and
found what they believe to be a good example of descriptive
writing.
In line with the teacher’s request they have highlighted this
paragraph with a box and underlined examples of description
within this. They are now ready to complete the second part of the
task, rewriting this with alternative descriptions.
To do this they can either handwrite and submit this as normal, or
head back to their project tab where they can complete this task
through typing it and submit it instantly online.

Completing homework on myON

Children can also access all of their homework projects by clicking the projects tab at the top of the page. This will open all
projects the child has been set, allowing them to choose which one they wish to open.

Completing homework on myON

Hopefully this user guide has helped you
and your children get to grips with what
myON is and how it will facilitate reading
outside of school.
Your child’s username and password will
have been sent to you by now allowing you
access to the platform. The best way for the
children (and yourselves) to get to grips
with it really is just to explore it and the
features it has. By doing this you will find
which features you come to rely on the
most and how best to use the package to
support reading at home.

If you have any further questions on the
package, please don’t hesitate to contact
me at
jon.lenton@boughtonheath.cheshire.sch.uk
where I will be happy to help you.

